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Blackout prevention project in collaboration with three IITs  

Read more at: 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/articleshow/32735815.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=

text&utm_campaign=cppst 

LONDON: A Scottish University has been awarded a 95,000-pound grant to participate in a power blackout prevention 
project in collaboration with a consortium of universities including three Indian Institutes of Technology.  
 
Dr Campbell Booth from the Department of Electronic & Electrical Engineering of the University of Strathclyde has been 
awarded the grant for the "Advanced Communication and Control for the Prevention of Blackouts (ACCEPT)" project.  
 
The consortium of universities includes Strathclyde, the University of Manchester, Imperial College London, and the 
three IITs: IIT Delhi, IIT Kanpur and IIT Kharagpur.  
 
The project addresses the potential for use of Smart Grid and Phasor Measurement Unit technologies to support novel 
integrated protection and control tools for the prevention of wide-area blackouts.  
 
This project has been supported as part of the UK-India programme involving a total of 8.3 million pounds from 
the Engineering and Physical Sciences Research Council (EPSRC) through the Manufacturing and RCUK Energy 
Programme themes, with matched resources from India's Department of Science and Technology (DST).  
 

There are seven projects in Advanced Manufacturing and five in Smart Energy Storage under this programme.  
 
The value of co-founded research between UK and India has grown from 1 million pounds in 2008 to over 100 million 
pounds in 2013.  

 

 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/articleshow/32735815.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/articleshow/32735815.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
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Four scientists in fray for IISc directorship 

New Delhi, March 26, 2014, DHNS: 

http://www.deccanherald.com/content/394878/four-scientists-fray-iisc-directorship.html#  

 

After almost eight years, Indian Institute of Science (IISc), Bangalore may have a new director as the 

current incumbent Padmanabhan Balaram is set to retire. 
 

Four eminent scientists are in the fray to replace Balaram and the likely candidate’s name may be disclosed at 

the IISc council meeting, scheduled on Saturday. 

 

Department of Biotechnology Secretary K Vijayaraghavan is the forerunner, reliable sources told Deccan 

Herald.  

When contacted, Vijayraghavan, who became DBT Secretary about an year ago, denied going out of the 

department. Other three academicians are senior IISc professors D D Sharma, Raghavendra Gadagkar and 

Vijayalakshmi Rabindranath. 

 

While 58-year-old Sharma, a professor of Chemistry, is the youngest of the four, neuro-scientist Rabindranath 

has previous administrative experience as she was the first Director of National Brain Research Centre, 

Manesar. 

 

One of the world's leading experts on animal behaviour, Gadagkar is a Professor at IISc Centre for Ecological 

Sciences. He is also current President of Indian National Science Academy. 

 

Vijayaraghavan, who was heading Bangalore-based National Centre for Biological Sciences before becoming 

DBT Secretary, is the only Fellow of Royal Society among the four. On the other hand, Gadagkar is a foreign 

associate of US National Academy of Science. 

 

No interview 

 

A search committee comprising eminent scholars is likely to announce the next director’s name in the council 

meeting, chaired by K Kasturirangan, Member, Planning Commission and former chairman of Indian Space 

Research Organisation.  

 

“In IISc, a director is selected several months in advance. There is no interview and no panel. A panel of 

eminent academicians chooses a candidate on consensus,” said a IISc professor, who is also on the verge of 

retirement. 

 

Tradition 

 

Even though Balaram crossed 64 years of age last month, he will retire on July 31 in accordance with an IISc 

tradition. The molecular biologist took over from Govardhan Mehta, who was the director between 1998 and 

2005. Bharat Ratna C N R Rao too was IISc director for 10 years. 

http://www.deccanherald.com/content/394878/four-scientists-fray-iisc-directorship.html
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No woman has ever headed the prestigious institute, which is in existence for more than 100 years.  

 

A deemed university since 1958, IISc is possibly India's finest research and education institute and highly 

regarded all over the world. 
 

India Today Online  New Delhi, March 26, 2014 | UPDATED 12:48 IST  

IIT Kharagpur to begin short-term courses with international 

faculty 

Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Kharagpur will now be offering short term courses for students of other 

colleges as well as for those having completed their education. Aspirants will have an opportunity to study at 

IIT Kharagpur from an international faculty.  

While talking to PTI, IIT Kharagpur officials said that the International Summer and Winter Term (ISWT) will 

run each year during May-July.  

By bringing together participants and faculty from India and abroad, the program will not only be academically 

stimulating but also offer an opportunity to make new friends and interact with about 30 international experts, 

they said.   

These subjects are designed around current and multi-disciplinary themes of science, engineering, management 

and law, the officials said, adding, the duration of each course is of two weeks or ten working days with a 

judicious blend of lectures and tutorials per day.  

They said participants can be even from the industry and research organizations.  

Students registered for these courses will have the opportunity to obtain additional academic credits based on 

evaluation and grading process, they added. 

IIT Kharagpur currently has 19 academic departments, eight multi-disciplinary centres/schools, and 13 schools 

of excellence in addition to laboratories and central research facilities. A few short term courses are available 

under the Quality Improvement Programme (QIP), however they are largely distance education courses.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/education/story/iits-secure-ranks-among-top-50-global-universities-by-qs/1/345659.html
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